HOW TO LIGHT THE
CHANUKAH MENORAH

Prepare the Chanukah menorah by placing the appropriate number of candles or oil wicks in your menorah according to the current
night of Chanukah (i.e. on the first night, use 1 light, on the second night, use 2 lights, and so on.) If you are using a menorah, the lights
should be positioned as far to the right as possible. Before kindling the Chanukah menorah, recite the following two blessings:
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Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, Who has sanctified us with His commandments, and has commanded us to
kindle the Chanukah lights.
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Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, Who has performed miracles for our fathers in bygone days, at this time.

On the first night only, add the following blessing:
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Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, Who has given us life, and has sustained us, and has brought us to this time.
After reciting the above blessings, kindle the Chanukah lights, beginning with the light that is positioned farthest to the left.

Continue kindling the remaining lights from left to right.
After the first light has been kindled, begin reciting Haneiros Halalu (below) while you finish kindling the remaining lights.
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We are kindling these lights upon the miracles, the wonders, the salvations, and the battles which You [God] performed for our
ancestors in those days at this season, through Your holy priests. During all eight days of Chanukah, these lights are holy, and we
are not permitted to make ordinary use of them [such as reading or doing work by their light]; we are permitted only to gaze at
them in order to express thanks and praise to Your great Name for Your miracles, Your wonders, and Your salvations. (Translation
adapted from the Artscroll siddur)

After you finished kindling the proper number of lights and finished singing “Haneiros Halalu” (above), recite the following:
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This song of “Ma’oz Tzur” recalls the various exiles that the Jewish people endured, praises God for redeeming us from each of them,
and prays for the restoration of the Temple and for the dawn of the Messianic Redemption. (Artscroll siddur)
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